THE LAST DAYS.                                2O3

Licchavi, for they are dressed gorgeously, like immor-

tals."                                                                     B

And when they had driven as far as the ground was
passable for carnages, the Licchavi alighted and went
on foot to the place where the Blessed One was, taking
their seats respectfully by his side. And when they
were thus seated, the Blessed One instructed, roused,
and gladdened them with religious discourse.           13

Then they addressed the Blessed One and said:
" May the Blessed One do us the honor of taking his
meal, together with the brethren, at our palace to-mor-
row?"                                                                    14

"O Licchavi," said the Blessed One, "I have
promised to dine to-morrow with Ambapal?, the cour-
tesan."                                                                   M

Then the Licchavi, expressing their approval of
the words of the Blessed One, arose from their seats
and bowed down before the Blessed One, and, keeping
him on their right hand as they passed him, they de-
parted thence; but when they came home, they cast
up their hands, saying: "A worldly woman has out-
done us; we have been left behind by a frivolous
girl!"                                                                    M

And at the end of the night Ambapali, the courte-
san, made ready in her mansion sweet rice and cakes,
and announced through a messenger the time to the
Blessed One, saying, " The hour, Lord, has come, and
the meal is ready!"                                                 17

And the Blessed One robed himself early In the
morning, took his bowl, and went with the brethren
to the place where Ambapali's dwelling-house was:
and when they had come there they seated themselves
on the seats prepared for them. And Ambapali, the
courtesan, set the sweet rice and cakes before the or-